Quarterly Prayer Guide
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l Welcome

A Family Back on their Feet

This is the Quarterly Prayer
Guide for Apr-Jun 2018.
It is designed to be used as an
accompaniment to the ASK
2018 Prayer Diary, providing
updates and new prayer topics
that have arisen since its
publication.
Over the next three months
please join us in prayer for The
Leprosy Mission and partners
in Mozambique, Germany,
Northern Ireland, South Africa,
France, Thailand, Timor Leste,
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Denmark
and Finland, as well as our
International Office and work
on Neglected Tropical Diseases.
Thank you for supporting the
work of The Leprosy Mission in
prayer.
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Cover photo: Ismail and his
wife work to grow nutritious
vegetables for the family and to
sell in the community.
Right top: Ismail’s family.
Right below: Forhad writes
a message for New Zealand
supporters in his new notebook.

Ismail’s story began 19 years
ago when he was extremely sick
with leprosy. Ismail could no
longer work and carry out daily
activities, as his hands were
clawed.

with sturdy school bags and all of
the school supplies they need to
do well.
Through the self-help group
Ismail gained sheep rearing
training. He used a loan to buy
three sheep and he hopes to
earn extra income by selling the
wool.

Thanks to The Leprosy Mission,
Ismail was cured of leprosy and
received hand surgery.
While the family were grateful
for Ismail’s full recovery, they
were still facing desperate
poverty. They worried about
whether their twin boys, Forhad
and Jihad, would be able to go to
school.
The Leprosy Mission established
a new self-help group that Ismail
joined. The group helps people
affected by leprosy to create
small businesses. Ismail took
an initial loan of 5,000 taka to
cultivate vegetables and thanks
to this income, the twin boys
were able to go to school.

These self-help groups provide
vital support and skills training
to more than 2,800 people living
with leprosy and disability. They
give leprosy-affected individuals
a powerful collective voice and
provide the support they need to
care for their families.
The twins are now exemplary
students at school. They are
very happy and grateful for the
opportunity to get an education.
They regularly attend school and
are getting good results.

Ismail also received training on
vegetable cultivation and took
additional loans to expand his
vegetable growing. Now Ismail
can repair the family house
as well as provide clothes and
books for his children to use at
school!
The twins are very happy and
highly motivated at school. They
are so proud to attend school
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2 - 8 April
Mozambique
Political Instability
We are thankful that the
situation in the centre of
Mozambique has calmed
down. From the end of
last year however there
has been an Islamic armed
group that has made some
attacks in the Districts in the
north of the Province where
TLM Mozambique is based.
This has disrupted the lives
of many people as well as
TLM’s projects in those areas
and villages. Pray that these
radical elements will lose
ground in the hearts of the
people and that the local
Church will shine.
Salt and Light
TLM Mozambique has been
planning an extension of the
UMOJA (‘unity’) programme
which works with the local
Church. They have also
received interest in being
involved from the Muslim
community in the areas
reached by this project. The
team need to hear from
God on how to respond and
remain true to His word
while still being the light and
salt He wants us to be.
Iphiro Yohoolo
TLM Mozambique is
currently reflecting on ways
to improve safeguarding of
the kids in the Iphiro Yohoolo
education programme, and
how to address these issues
in the communities they
work in. They may need to
develop a project to better
address these issues. Please
pray for practical ideas and
open doors with partners.
Leprosy Mapping project
The Leprosy Mapping project
is progressing, for which we
are thankful, but progress
is slower than anticipated.
The team has discovered

new issues not previously
addressed that they need to
respond to, which is good,
but adds some complexity.
Pray that the technical teams
can find good solutions
to make the platform
used for the mapping
user friendly, and that the
information can be used
fruitfully to bring some more
dynamics in the leprosy and
neglected tropical disease
programmes.
Government Partnership
TLM Mozambique’s
partnership with the
Government remains an
ongoing challenge. We
are thankful that there is
more awareness on leprosy
among government staff,
but energy and commitment
is often lacking. They will
receive a visit from Sasakawa
Foundation somewhere in
the middle of the year, and
we pray that this will go well
and help to activate people
more, especially in active
case finding.
New Projects
Some of TLM Mozambique’s
bigger projects will come to
an end this year. The team
will be prayerfully developing
new projects where they
are most needed. Pray for
inspiration, open doors and
good partnerships.

9 - 15 April
Germany
Newspaper Appeal
TLM Germany are hoping
to start appealing in some
newspapers with a call for
donations for Chad. Pray for
the success of the action and
that they are supported by
the newspapers.
Mailing
TLM Germany has planned a
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mailing for this month. Pray for
the selection of the right target
group and that the mailing
meets interested ears and
open hearts.
Board Elections,
12 April
Give thanks for the many years
and decades that three of TLM
Germany’s outgoing Board
members have worked with
great commitment and love for
The Leprosy Mission. Pray for
the Board elections on 12 April.
16 - 22 April
Northern Ireland
Board Meeting and EGM,
23 April
Give thanks for the
commitment of TLM Northern
Ireland’s Board members and
for a smooth transition during
the process of incorporation
of the organisation over
the past year. Pray for this
meeting, where their Annual
trustee report and accounts
for 2017 will be presented and
discussed.
Supporter Communications
As the Spring/Summer edition
of TLM Northern Ireland’s
InTouch supporter magazine
is circulated by the end of
April, pray that many people
would be encouraged by the
updates they read, inspired
and challenged to respond.
Fundraising Event
Please pray for TLM Northern
Ireland’s Taste of India event
on 11 May. Pray for God’s
direction on the organising of
the evening, and that many
people would attend. Pray
that it would help to raise the
profile of TLM in Northern
Ireland, and generate new
supporters for their work.
Regulations
As the Global Data Protection

Reform regulations come into
force in May, pray for clarity,
protection and discernment
as TLM Northern Ireland
and others navigate their
way through the regulations,
ensure that they are fully
compliant and seek to
connect effectively with
supporters and potential
supporters. Pray that there
would be no loss of support
through this process.

23 - 29 April
South Africa
World Leprosy Day
Give thanks for an excellent
World Leprosy Day campaign
in the Limpopo province –
the provincial department of
health excelled itself.
RampUp Evaluation
Give thanks that TLM
South Africa has found a
good person to lead the
evaluation of RampUp –
Andrew Hartnack has been
conducting the evaluation
this month. Please pray for
positive learning from the
evaluation that helps TLM to
improve our programmes.
Bequests
Please continue to pray for
the release of significant
Bequest funds to the Mission
which continue in limbo, for
no good reason.
Donations
Give thanks for many
generous gifts received so
far this year and for a fair
response to a set of adverts
that TLM South Africa
ran in the Christian press.
Please pray that the appeal
that they sent in March/
April to readers of Christian
magazines will lead to longterm relationships with new
donors.

NTD Programme
The South African
Government is involving
TLM South Africa in their
Neglected Tropical Disease
programme. Pray that this
will lead to an increased
awareness of leprosy.

30 April - 6 May
France
Administration
TLM France’s secretary left
the Mission in February.
Pray for volunteers who
could help the team in some
administrative areas. Pray for
the active team who has to
cope with a heavy workload
in the administrative field
as a result of the secretary’s
departure.
Legacies
Give thanks that the two
legacies TLM France were
expecting were paid, allowing
them to complete their work
in the year 2017.
Magazine Design
Praise God that TLM France
were able to hire an infographic designer for the
layout of their magazine.

7 - 13 May
Thailand
Government Staff
Changeover of government
health staff means officers
with a good understanding
of leprosy may be replaced
by people who have had
no training and hold old
prejudices. Pray for good
problem solving measures
to be put in place in a timely
manner.
Training School
McKean Rehabilitation Center
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is opening a training school for
aged-care givers. Pray for the
first intake of students.
Aged Care Services
The team at McKean
Rehabilitation Center
are working on the new
masterplan for developing
McKean property to increase
the provision of aged-care
services and of elder housing.
The new high care centre for
people with dementia has
become a priority. Pray for this
development that it may be a
blessing for many.
Sharing God’s Love
Give thanks that present
buildings and services are fully
utilised, giving McKean many
contacts with new groups of
people with whom to share
God’s love in deed and word.

14 - 20 May
“Don’t be afraid, for I am with
you. Don’t be discouraged, for I
am your God. I will strengthen
you and help you. I will hold
you up with my victorious right
hand.” Isaiah 41:10
Entry Visas
Pray that all those making
travel preparations for
international workshops and
meetings in the next few
months will receive the entry
visas they need.

21 - 27 May
Timor Leste
“Confess your trespasses to
one another, and pray for
one another, that you may be
healed. The effective, fervent
prayer of a righteous man
avails much.” James 5:16
Ministry of Health
Give thanks to the Lord for
the signed Memorandum of

Understanding between TLM
Timor Leste and the Ministry
of Health for the next three
years (until Dec 2021). May it
become a blessing to a strong
partnership in their efforts
to eliminate leprosy in five
endemic districts: Baucau,
Bobonaro, Dili, Manatuto and
Oecusse.
Nona and family
Pray for Nona, TLM Timor
Leste Country Leader, and
her family, who lost their
beloved baby Danilo in
January. May they be given
strength and comfort and
the willingness to accept by
believing in the promise of
eternal life.
Elections
The election of Timor Leste’s
new Parliament is taking
place this month after the
previous Parliament was
dissolved due to insufficient
approval of the government
programme and budget. Pray
for continuing unity, peace
and stability among Timor
Leste’s politicians and all its
people.
28 May - 3 June
International Office
New Staff
Praise God that after a
long recruitment process
the International Office
has appointed a Global
Institutional Funding
Coordinator! Pray for Frank
Abamu to settle in well in this
new role, to feel welcome
in the staff team, and for
inspiration and clarity to
enable us to increase our
support for people affected
by leprosy.
Fundraising Development
Give thanks to God for
the increased fundraising
activity and the generosity

of donors across many
countries. Please pray
for the developing levels
of collaboration across
fundraising countries, that
the sharing of ideas and
resources will lead to more
funds being available for
people affected by leprosy.
Advocacy
Earlier this year we
advocated with the UN to
adopt a strategy that would
help eliminate discrimination
in 22 leprosy endemic
countries through monitoring
and encouraging effective
implementation of the UN’s
Principles and Guidelines.
Pray for the success of these
advocacy efforts and that
they would have a fantastic
ongoing impact for human
rights.
IDDC General Assembly,
30 May - 3 June
The International Disability
Development Consortium
General Assembly is taking
place 30 May to 1 June
in Birmingham, UK. Pray
for powerful networking
opportunities for all
attending to combine their
efforts and maximise their
impact through working
together.
4 - 10 June
Bangladesh
Medical Camps
A Skin Camp is tentatively
scheduled to take place
next week at Narayangonj,
Munshigonj, Gazipur, Braman
Baria, Comilla, Joypurhat and
Gaibandha. A Reconstructive
Surgery Camp with the
National Leprosy Programme
through the support of TLM
Bangladesh is scheduled for
the following week (17-21
June). Pray for the medical
staff working on these camps
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and for the benefits to the
people in these communities.
R2STOP Study
Give thanks that enrolment
of participants in the R2STOPfunded research project,
to better understand (and
therefore reduce) transmission,
is going well. We are seeing a
lot of positive responses from
people who will participate in
this study.
Rural Health Programme
Please pray for project
evaluations which TLM
Bangladesh needs to conduct
this and next month.
Staff on Exchange
Two staff members from DBLM
Hospital are currently on a
training exchange programme
between three TLM countries,
funded by FK Norway. Dr
Benjamin Jewel Rozario,
Resident Medical Officer, is
currently training in Nepal,
and Ms Kalpona Rani Roy,
Physiotherapy Technician, is
currently training in Myanmar.
Pray for them as they are
away for a long time on these
trainings and pray too for
their families who remain in
Bangladesh.
11 - 17 June
Neglected Tropical Diseases
NNN Meetings
Pray for preparations for
the next Neglected Tropical
Disease NGDO meeting which
will take place in Addis Ababa
in September. Pray for those
planning the event itself, and
also all those attendees making
travel preparations.
Global Programmes and HR
Workshop, 11-15 June
Pray for the workshops taking
place this week in Ethiopia to
run smoothly and be beneficial
for all participants.

18 - 24 June
Ethiopia
Global Programmes and HR
Workshop
Last week, TLM had a
Global Programmes and
HR workshop in Addis
Ababa. Give thanks for the
opportunity to collaborate
and learn from each other,
and pray for positive ongoing
results from this workshop
going forward.
Global Meetings
In September TLM will be
holding our Global Forum
and annual Members
Meetings in Addis Ababa.
Pray for TLM Ethiopia and
others preparing to host
these meetings, and that
all necessary visas will be
granted.
Stability
Pray for peace, stability and
unity amongst the different
ethnic groups in Ethiopia.
Pray that the work of TLM
and partners ENAPAL can
proceed without hindrance
and bring benefit to many
people.
Government
Pray for wisdom for the
Ethiopian Government, that
good decisions will be made
for the wise governance of
Ethiopia.
25 June - 1 July
Denmark
Board Members
Though TLM Denmark will
not be holding a partnership
conference with TLM
Bangladesh this year, pray
that all their new Board
members may have wisdom
in continuing the work
amongst leprosy-affected
people in Bangladesh.
Pray especially for the

ongoing relationship with
DBLM Hospital with whom
they have a long history of
cooperation and also that
their future cooperation with
the country office in Dhaka
may be strengthened.
Donors
Give thanks for the many
faithful donors and
supporters of TLM Denmark
and pray that more donors
may join them to enable TLM
to reach out to more people
suffering from the effects of
leprosy. Pray that the new
Board members will find ways
to reach out with the good
news.
Government Support
Give thanks for the rural
programmes financed by
Danish Government funds
in Dinajpur and Nilphamari
(Bangladesh) which are
running successfully and have
helped a lot of people to a
better and dignified future.
Give thanks for the many
committed staff members
and members of the local
committees.
Finland
Young People
Please pray for support for
TLM Finland as they seek to
increase their involvement
with young people. Pray for
their contacts with Christian
student clubs at Helsinki
University, whom they visit to
share The Leprosy Mission’s
work.
Confirmation Classes
TLM Finland are trying to
prepare material about
leprosy to include in
confirmation classes. Pray
for positive results from this
initiative.
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